
S.G. CIRCULAR NO. 8/59
Licensed Land Surveyors

Prior to 1958, Government reserved to itself the function of carrying out all surveys affecting the
boundaries of property in land. The Licensed Land Surveyors Ordinance, No. 11 of 1958, and the
Licensed Land Surveyors Regulations thereunder, published as L.N. 261 of the 6th August,1959,
created a body of private practitioners licensed by Government to carry out this function and laid
down the conditions under which that body was to work.

2. Sub-section 13(3) of the Ordinance makes it clear that the creation of this body of
Licensed Surveyors in no way affects the rights of other persons to continue to carry
out all other types of survey except title survey, and to earn their living thereby (e.g.
surveyors making surveys for mining, engineering, rubbur-replanting, irrigation or
other purposes).

3. Because Government, under its system of registration of title, accepts responsibility for
the accurate definition of land boundaries, under Section 15 of the Ordinance no title
survey may be accepted unless is has been approved by the Surveyor General. In the
past that power of approval has been deputed by the Surveyor General to Chief
Surveyors in respect to surveys done in their respective States, and such will continue
to be the case, that is to say Chief Suveryors are authorised to approve title surveys and
plans made by Licensed Surveyors but will not approve such work if it falls below the
Standards hitherto adopted in the Department.

4. Part V of the Licensed Land Surveyors Regulations, 1959 (i.e. "Regulations for the
Conduct of Title Surveys") details these standards for the information of the Licensed
Surveyors, and also lays down certain conditions (e.g. Regulations 32,33,34 etc.) with
which he must comply if his work is to be accepted. Chief Surveyors, and their office
Deputies and District Surveyors, must therefore make themselves thoroughly
conversant with the whole of these "Regulations for the Conduct of Title Surveys " and
will not accept surveys and plans from Licensed Surveyors unless they are satisfied
that all relevant regulations have been followed.

5. The initial alienation of State land is essentially a transaction between Government and
the applicant, whereas a subdivision of an existing holding is generally a transaction
between two private people or private concerns. In general, therefore, surveys for first
alienation should continue to be carried out by this Department as representing
Government , and the work of Lisenced Surveyors should be restricted to surveys on
land already alienated, e.g. subdivisions, replacement of missing marks, etc. If for any
reason Government decides that a survey for first alienation is to be made by Licensed
Susrveyors, detailed specifications will have to be put up by the Land Office and the
Chief Surveyor concerned, and Government will have to call for tenders from all
interested Licensed Surveyors, as is done in all other cases of work to be carried out for
Government by private contractors.



6. To date the following persons have been granted licences to practice:-
Mr. W. G. Brittain
Mr. B. F. Brennan
Mr. Yeoh Ho Huat

7. Chief Surveyors will be advised as and when further licences are issued or when
licences are cancelled or suspended, but it remains the duty of the Chief Surveyor
concerned to make certain that any person claiming to be a Licensed Surveyor is, in
fact, in possession of a valid licence issued under the Ordinance.

8. The procedure in connection with surveys by Licensed Surveyors for private clients
will be on the following lines:-

(a) The Licensed Surveyor, having undertaken to carry out, say, a subdivisional
survey of a client’s property, will ascertain from the Land Office, the Town
Board, the local Town Planning authority etc. that the proposed subdivision is
in order, e.g. that there are no charges or special conditions on the title
preventing such subdivisions, that the layout conforms with the local town
plan, and so on.

(b) He will then give notice (preferably written notice) to the Chief Surveyor
concerned as in Regulation 34 and will call at, or send his authorised
representative to, the Survey Office to obtain all necessary information, lot
numbers, etc. as in Regulations 33. If it is an authorised representative who
calls, he should be required to produce a letter from the Licensed Surveyor
setting out the information, etc. required.

(c) On receipt of the above notice, the Chief Surveyor will open a file, and
enclose the notice and any other relevant information therein. It is suggested
that such files should be in a new series using the usual State Survey
abbreviation plus the letters (L.S.) e.g. Sel.Svy. (L.S.) 1/59. The Licensed
Surveyor should be advised of the file reference number.

(d) When the Licensed Surveyor applies for information as in Regulation 33, he
should be asked to supply a plan, tracing or detailed diagram of the proposed
survey. This plan will be used for charting on the office charting sheets and
will retained in the file refered to above.

(e) The file should be passed to the District Surveyor concerned as soon as
possible in order that he should be able to arrange such check surveys or field
visits as he or the Chief Surveyor considers necessary.

(f) On completion of the survey the Licensed Surveyor will submit all field notes,
calculation sheets and plans to the Chief Surveyor. Note that the case of
surveys done for private clients, certified copies of field notes may be
accepted in lieu of the original field books.



(g) Field notes, computations and plans will be checked in the usual manner, and
final calculation sheets will be put up, numbered and filed in current
calculation volume series. Plans, if acceptable, will be alloted serial numbers
in the current series and, after approval by the Chief Surveyor, will be filed in
the usual way, and the survey will be charted on the standard sheets.

(h) If at any stage a survey or a plan is found to be unsatisfactory, the Licensed
Surveyor must be notified at once and a detailed written request should be
made to him to put right the unsatisfactory work.

(i) The Licensed Surveyor should be notified as soon as plans have been finally
approved. He, or his client, should then ask the Land Office for titles the Land
Office will send a Requisition for title to the Chief Surveyor, who will supply
title in the usual way, making the usual charges.

9. Attention is drawn to Regulation 32. It is realised that Licensed Surveyors will employ
pupils and assistants who will not, themselves, be licensed, but who will, nevertheless,
carry out a considerable proportion of the field work, calculations and drawing. Such
pupils or assistants must be "under the immediate personal direction and field
supervision" of the Licensed Surveyor is not, in fact, exercising sufficient direction and
supervision, he should warn the Licensed Surveyor accordingly, pointing out that on
these grounds alone approval of the survey can be refused.

10. In these connection, it should be noted that the certificates required under Regulations
61 and 97 and all other such signatures, are to be those of the Licensed Surveyor, not
those of his pupils, assistants or other representatives.

11. It may come about that a Licensed Surveyor may contract with a client to carry out a
survey for which the land office has already collected a deposit for survey Fees and
sent a Requisition for Survey to the Chief Surveyor. In such circumstances, provided
Survey Office action has not gone too far (e.g. field work has not as yet started) the
Chief Surveyor should advice the Land Office and ask that the Requisition should be
with drawn and to allow the Licensed Surveyor to carry out the survey, the Chief
Surveyor should put a bill for work done to date, which bill should be paid out of the
amount deposited against Survey Fees by the applicant with the Land Office before
that deposit is refunded to the applicant.

12. Licensed Surveyors will be required to pay for all books, forms, boundary marks, etc.
supplied to them by Chief Surveyors. A list of prices is appended. Not that materials,
forms, etc. used in the Survey Office in charting and checking the Licensed Surveyor’s
work will not be charged against him, neither will the time and travelling expenses of
Department personnel so employed, but records should be kept of the cost as such
meterials, time and other expenses.

L.S. HIMELY
Surveyor General,



Federation of Malaya.

Charges For Items Supplied to Licensed Surveyors.

Boundary Marks Full rate as laid down in Land Rules

Calculation Sheets Cts. 30 per sheet

Chain Test Slips Cts. 2 per slip

Field Books 11 pages $2.50 per book

Field Books 23 pages $3.00 per book

Field Books 43 pages $4.00 per book

Plan Forms 12"x 18" $1.20 per form

Plan Forms 16"x 24" $1.50 per form

Sg. and Slope table $3.20 per book

Solar Observation Forms Cts. 25 per form

Notes:

(i) Plan forms supplied should be of the above
sizes and with the compass rose but without
any other printing on them.

(ii) All orders for above 1000 of any particular
item should be referred to Head Office for
special quotations, except for plan forms, for
which no reduction can be made for quantity.

(iii) The above charges are liable to amendment at
anytime and at short notice.


