
S.G. CIRCULAR NO. 9/32
Unchangeableness Of Boundaries

"P.O" Bearing & Distances On Certified Plans

The doctrine of the unchangeableness of boundaries has in certain instances been carried to its
the oretical extreme and for this there is no practical justification. Surveys have been returned to
the field for the investigation of differences between new and " p.o " values amounting to nothing
more than a couple of inches in the position of a stone demarcating agricultural land; and
surveyors have frequently added greatly to the cost of their work by attempting refixations and
replacements with a meticulous accuracy which is not required for any practical purpose
whatsoever.

2. It has been decided therefore that when,upon resurvey the new value for a line differs
from the previous value the new will be accepted and used for all purposes if there is
evidence indicating that the marks at either end of the line have not moved materially
since the previous survey.

3. The word "materially" has been introduced with the definite intention of authorising
latitude in the practical application of the doctrine of the unchangeableness of
boundaries, but discretion must be exercised in interpreting it. Generally it may be
taken that a mark movement which, if uncorrected, would result in a title overlap of a
few inches in agricultural land is of no material importance. In such a case the new and
the p.o bearings and distances would be regarded merely as two differing descriptions
of what for every practical and administrative purpose is an unchanged boundary.

4. On the other hand when resurvey provides proof that a mark has moved to an extent
which might in any way affect a land owner’s interests, so that, for instance,it
converted his wall in whole or in part into a party wall, or if it affected the area as
stated on his title, then undoubtedly it would be necessary to reconstitute the original
boundary.

5. The " P.O." bearings and distances of remeasured lines are no longer to be shown on
Certified Plans.

6. In order to facilitate the work of the Head Computer and the checker and to give the
officer who approves the Certified Plan opportunities for ascertaining what differences
exist between the new (adopted) values and the p.o values, computers will, in future,
show p.o bearings and distances in red in the Field Book diagrams whenever the
difference either in bearing or in length exeeds the following limits:-

(a) Lines not exceeding two chains; one minute of arc in bearing; 0.05 link in
length.



(b) Lines exceeding two chains; thirthy seconds in bearing; 0.025 link per chain
with a maximum of 0.15 link.

7. Surveyors remain responsible for investigating differences between their measurements
and "p.o." values which can be regarded as " material " within the meaning of this
Circular.

8. Amendments to the Regulations (p.41 para. 6(i) and p. 44 para. 8(b)) to harmonies
them with the instructions in this Circular will be issued at a later date. Superitendents
are requested themselves to make the required changes in the Checkers and
Draftsmen’s Routines, now in use.

W.F.N BRIDGES
For Surveyor General,
F.M.S.& S.S.

Dated: 29th.November, 1932.


